This special issue includes five papers, which are extended versions of their original submissions. The original submissions can be found in the ACM Digital Library together with the other conference papers. The authors origin from Australia, Finland, France, Spain, and Czech Republic, contributing their viewpoint to technological, social, and content aspects of entertainment media in the ubiquitous area.
As chairs of the Academic MindTrek Conference 2008, we congratulate the authors of the papers, which made it into the special issue -the selection was very competitive. We would like to thank the Program Committee of the MindTrek Conference, as their help made the conference possible. We especially would like to thank Prof. Thomas Plagemann in the position of the MSJ Editor-in-chief for giving us the possibility to publish selected papers within this issue. Special thanks also go to Prof. Brian Bailey for acting as 'shepherd' for this issue, thus his advices and help in the process of its creation.
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